Supplementary Material

Appendix A: Catalogue of C-19 MAC Advisories 
August 2020 – January 2024

	
	Advisory Title
	Date of signature of sign-off from MAC Chair
	Last uploaded date on website
	Days Difference 

	1. 
	The MAC Covid-19 is supportive of the repatriation efforts by SAA
	2020/04/04
	2020/08/25
	143

	2. 
	Report on Sars-Cov-2 infection outbreak at St. Augustine’s Hospital
	2020/04/05
	2020/08/26
	143

	3. 
	Sars-Cov-2 infection outbreak at St. Augustine’s Hospital 
	2020/04/06
	2020/08/26
	142

	4. 
	Public use of cloth facemasks for everyone 
	2020/04/09
	2020/08/25
	138

	5. 
	  Applications of drone technology in the fight against Covid-19 
	2020/04/23
	2020/08/25
	124

	6. 
	Request to review medical evacuation plan document.  
	2020/04/25
	2020/08/26
	123

	7. 
	Request to provide guidance on deployment of healthcare workers at a higher risk of mortality from Covid-19 
	2020/04/29
	2020/08/26
	119

	8. 
	Advisory on the urgent need to address the current challenges in testing through prioritization for the Sars-Cov-2 daily test targets 
	2020/05/04
	2020/08/26
	114

	9. 
	 Request for input on guidelines for traditional health practitioners dealing with Covid-19 
	2020/05/05
	2020/08/25
	112

	10. 
	 Request to review medical evacuation plan document - Update 
	2020/05/05
	2020/08/26
	113

	11. 
	 Timing of the use of invasive mechanical ventilation and the utility of CPAP (and other techniques) to avoid mechanical ventilation in the setting of Covid-19, and their relation to outcomes. 
	2020/05/05
	2020/08/26
	113

	12. 
	  St Augustine hospital outbreak of Covid-19 – interim report as Memo format
	2020/05/15
	2020/08/26
	103

	13. 
	  Switching from community screening and testing to hotspots 
	2020/05/18
	2020/08/25
	99

	14. 
	  Release of modelling projections 
	2020/05/19
	2020/08/25
	98

	15. 
	  Ministerial advisory committee comment on rational use of PPE poster 
	2020/05/19
	2020/08/26
	99

	16. 
	  The path forward in the national Covid-19 response: concurrently saving lives and livelihoods 
	2020/05/19
	2020/08/26
	99

	17. 
	Advisory on regulations related to the alert levels imposed to control Covid-19 and the implementation thereof 
	2020/05/21
	2020/08/26
	97

	18. 
	Advisory on disinfection tunnels for preventing Sars-Cov2 transmission 
	2020/05/22
	2020/08/26
	96

	19. 
	Eskom safeguard implementation 
	2020/05/22
	2020/08/26
	96

	20. 
	Getting children back to school safely 
	2020/05/26
	2020/08/26
	92

	21. 
	Impact of Covid-19 on non-Covid healthcare utilisation 
	2020/06/01
	2020/08/26
	86

	22. 
	Time to peak of Covid-19 cases 
	2020/06/03
	2020/08/26
	84

	23. 
	Medical certification for death due to Covid-19 
	2020/06/04
	2020/08/26
	83

	24. 
	Pooling of Specimen testing
	2020/06/08
	2020/08/26
	79

	25. 
	Saliva as a reliable tool to detect Sars-Cov-2 
	2020/06/08
	2020/08/26
	79

	26. 
	Use of dexamethasone for the treatment of severe Covid-19 
	2020/06/18
	2020/08/26
	69

	27. 
	Mitigating legal liability of health care workers in the public and private sectors during Covid-19 pandemic in South Africa
	2020/06/18
	2020/08/26
	69

	28. 
	Asymptomatic infections 
	2020/06/18
	2020/08/26
	69

	29. 
	Recommendations for use of antibody testing 
	2020/06/24
	2020/08/26
	63

	30. 
	Use of High-Flow Nasal Cannula (HFNC) oxygen in the treatment of Covid-19 Pneumonia 
	2020/06/24
	2020/08/26
	63

	31. 
	Advisory on taxi occupancy levels to mitigate Covid-19 risk 
	2020/07/03
	2020/08/26
	54

	32. 
	Decontamination – questions from National Joint Intelligence and Operational Structure (NATJOINTS) 
	2020/07/06
	2020/08/26
	51

	33. 
	Thermal screening for Covid-19 
	2020/07/06
	2020/08/26
	51

	34. 
	Updated advice on taxi occupancy levels to mitigate Covid-19 risk 
	2020/07/09
	2020/08/26
	48

	35. 
	Updated memo on interferon and artemisia use for treatment and research
	2020/07/10
	2020/08/26
	47

	36. 
	Proposal to reduce isolation time from 14 to 8 days 
	2020/07/10
	2020/08/26
	47

	37. 
	Keeping schools safe and managing Covid-19 infections in schools 
	2020/07/20
	2020/08/26
	37

	38. 
	Enhancing uptake of prevention measures for Covid-19 
	2020/07/20
	2020/08/26
	37

	39. 
	Environmental cleaning and disinfection 
	2020/07/20
	2020/08/26
	37

	40. 
	Use of favipiravir in the management of Covid-19 
	2020/07/20
	2020/08/26
	37

	41. 
	Advisory on the NCCC questions on actions to curb the surge 
	2020/07/22
	2020/08/26
	35

	42. 
	Fitness industry reopening framework 
	2020/07/23
	2020/08/26
	34

	43. 
	Making air travel safe during Covid-19 
	2020/07/27
	2020/08/26
	30

	44. 
	Managing outbreaks in community facilities 
	2020/08/07
	2020/08/26
	19

	45. 
	Managing outbreaks in healthcare facilities 
	2020/08/07
	2020/08/26
	19

	46. 
	Proposal for Alert Level 2
	2020/08/17
	2020/08/26
	9

	47. 
	Guide for non-emergency surgery during the Covid-19 pandemic 
	2020/08/28
	2020/10/08
	41

	48. 
	Healthcare worker protection and support through strengthening infection prevention and control programmes 
	2020/09/01
	2020/12/03
	93

	49. 
	Minimum physical distancing to getting children back to school safely 
	2020/09/03
	2020/10/08
	35

	50. 
	SARSCoV-2 Re-infection
	2020/09/07
	2020/10/08
	31

	51. 
	Masks for children of school going age 
	2020/09/10
	2020/10/08
	28

	52. 
	Recommendations around easing restrictions 
	2020/09/13
	2020/10/08
	25

	53. 
	Parental access to hospitalized children 
	2020/09/14
	2020/10/08
	24

	54. 
	Transmission of Sars-Cov-2 
	2020/09/21
	2020/10/08
	17

	55. 
	Re-opening of traditional initiation schools 
	2020/09/21
	2020/10/08
	17

	56. 
	Return to work for those with co-morbidities and/or over the age of 60 years 
	2020/09/21
	2020/12/03
	73

	57. 
	Covid-19 in pregnant and lactating women 
	2020/10/07
	2020/12/03
	57

	58. 
	Coalface issues 
	2020/10/09
	2020/12/03
	55

	59. 
	Use of antigen tests at ports of entry 
	2020/10/30
	2020/12/03
	34

	60. 
	An epidemiological assessment of the likelihood of a second wave of Covid-19 
	2020/11/05
	2020/12/03
	28

	61. 
	National state of disaster extension 
	2020/11/11
	2020/12/03
	22

	62. 
	Therapeutic bronchoscopy for mucus removal in patients with Covid-19 
	2020/11/12
	2020/12/03
	21

	63. 
	Resurgence of Sars-Cov-2 cases in the Eastern Cape 
	2020/11/22
	2020/12/03
	11

	64. 
	National Ventilator Project (NVP), HFNC, CPAP equipment use for Covid-19 disease and beyond the epidemic 
	2020/12/02
	2021/04/21
	140

	65. 
	 Long-Covid 
	2020/12/02
	2021/04/21
	140

	66. 
	Mask exemptions/use of vented masks 
	2020/12/09
	2021/04/21
	133

	67. 
	Recommendations on December period proposal 
	2020/12/11
	2021/04/21
	131

	68. 
	Covid-19 testing for aviation crew and personnel 
	2020/12/14
	2021/04/21
	128

	69. 
	Regulations from State of Disaster for National Health Act 
	2020/12/14
	2021/04/21
	128

	70. 
	Screening process for land border crossings during the festive season 
	2020/12/14
	2021/04/21
	128

	71. 
	A framework for rational Covid-19 allocation in South Africa
	2020/12/15
	2021/01/25
	41

	72. 
	 Return of all learners 2021 
	2020/12/16
	2021/04/21
	126

	73. 
	 Re-invigorate implementation of the Covid-19 prevention response over the festive season 
	2020/12/19
	2021/04/21
	123

	74. 
	Mitigating the spread of Sars-Cov-2, including the new coronavirus variant
	2020/12/23
	2021/04/21
	119

	75. 
	Screening process for land border crossings during the festive season
	2020/12/30
	2021/04/21
	112

	76. 
	Regional and domestic airline travel risk reduction 
	2020/12/30
	2021/04/21
	112

	77. 
	Covid-19: vaccine strategy 
	2021/01/03
	2021/01/12
	9

	78. 
	Ivermectin for the treatment of Covid-19 
	2021/01/07
	2021/01/11
	4

	79. 
	 Re-opening of schools for the 2021 school year 
	2021/01/12
	2021/04/21
	99

	80. 
	Wrapping of corpses in plastic covering prior to burial 
	2021/01/25
	2021/04/21
	86

	81. 
	Infection prevention and control during Covid-19 vaccination 
	2021/03/11
	2021/04/21
	41

	82. 
	Recommendations for Easter  Period 
	2021/03/11
	2021/04/21
	41

	83. 
	Updated advisory on Ivermectin 
	2021/03/29
	2021/06/10
	73

	84. 
	Preparing for a potential third wave 
	2021/03/31
	2021/04/21
	21

	85. 
	Travel restrictions from selected countries 
	2021/04/29
	2021/07/23
	85

	86. 
	Travel restrictions from selected countries - update 
	2021/05/07
	2021/07/23
	77

	87. 
	Criteria/triggers for new Covid-19 restrictions 
	2021/05/16
	2021/07/23
	68

	88. 
	Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) request for inputs regarding scheduling of the municipal elections 
	2021/05/17
	2021/07/23
	67

	89. 
	Update: recommendations to intensify prevention measures and bolster health system capacity in the context of a resurgence of Covid-19 infections ‘third wave’ 
	2021/06/10
	2021/07/23
	43

	90. 
	Summary of update: recommendations to intensify prevention measures and bolster health system capacity in the context of a resurgence of Covid-19 infections ‘third wave’ 
	2021/06/26
	2021/07/23
	27

	91. 
	Third wave reupdate: recommendations to intensify prevention measures and bolster health system capacity in the context of a resurgence of Covid-19 infections ‘third wave’ recommendations intensify prevention measures & bolster health system capacity 
	2021/06/30
	2021/07/23
	23

	92. 
	Facility readiness workstream recommendations for resurgences of the Covid-19 pandemic 
	2021/07/03
	2021/07/23
	20

	93. 
	Extension of level 4 restrictions beyond 11 July 2021 
	2021/07/09
	2021/07/23
	14

	94. 
	Closure of schools 
	2021/07/16
	2021/08/05
	20

	95. 
	Extension of level 4 restrictions beyond 25 July 2021 
	2021/07/22
	2021/08/05
	14

	96. 
	Schools functioning at full capacity (daily attendance by all learners) 
	2021/07/22
	2021/08/05
	14

	97. 
	Extension of Level 3 Restrictions beyond 15 Aug 2021
	2021/08/13
	2021/08/20
	7

	98. 
	Recommendation for persons entering SA who have been vaccinated against Covid-19 outside the country
	2021/08/18
	2021/11/24
	98

	99. 
	Extension of level 3 restrictions beyond 12 September 2021
	2021/09/06
	2021/09/13
	7

	100. 
	Extension of level 2 restrictions beyond 26 September 2021
	2021/09/23
	2021/10/06
	13

	101. 
	Mitigating the impact of Covid-19 during the municipal elections – update
	2021/09/23
	2021/10/11
	18

	102. 
	Covid-19 screening requirements at borders and ports of entry (land, sea and air)
	2021/10/15
	2021/12/20
	66

	103. 
	Response to the identification of a new variant (Omicron)
	2021/12/03
	2022/01/21
	49

	104. 
	Quarantining and contact tracing 
	2021/12/16
	2022/02/07
	53

	105. 
	Reduction in isolation period for covid-19 cases
	2021/12/16
	2022/02/07
	53

	106. 
	Covid-19 mitigation in institutions of learning
	2022/01/19
	2022/02/07
	19

	107. 
	Revised Covid-19 screening requirements at borders and ports of entry
	2022/02/15
	2022/03/22
	35

	108. 
	Restrictions on gatherings
	2022/02/16
	2022/03/22
	34

	109. 
	SARS-cov-2 Antigen Self-Testing
	2022/03/04
	2022/03/22
	18

	110. 
	Monitoring Covid-19 between acute outbreaks and deciding on appropriate and timely responses
	2022/04/22
	2022/05/03
	11

	111. 
	The mental health impact of Covid-19 on South African society: how to build back better
	2022/05/04
	2022/05/18
	14

	112. 
	Diagnosis, treatment and management of long covid
	2022/05/27
	2022/06/15
	19

	113. 
	Integrating Covid-19 diagnosis, prevention and care into routine healthcare services
	2022/06/08
	2022/06/15
	7

	

	113 C-19 MAC Advisories published

Days between submission to Minister and publication:
53
Median

4
Minimum

143
Max

99
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Appendix B: Catalogue of VMAC Advisories 
August 2020 – January 2024
	
	Advisory Title
	Date of signature of sign-off from MAC Chair
	Last uploaded date on website
	Days Difference 

	1. 
	Participation of South Africa in the Covid-19 Vaccines Global Access (COVAX) Facility
	2020/09/17
	2021/01/03
	108

	2. 
	Advisory framework for rational allocation of Covid-19 Vaccine in South Africa
	2020/12/15
	2021/01/03
	19

	3. 
	Interim advisory key considerations in the selection of Covid-19 vaccine(s) 
	2020/12/15
	2021/01/03
	19

	4. 
	Advisory Covid-19: vaccine strategy 
	2020/12/15
	2021/01/03
	19

	5. 
	Advisory delaying the administration of the second dose of Astra-Zeneca Covid-19 vaccine to healthcare workers. 
	2021/01/26
	2021/07/26
	181

	6. 
	Advisory offering vaccine to healthcare workers who have had previous Covid-19 infections 
	2021/01/26
	2021/07/26
	181

	7. 
	 Advisory offering vaccine to individuals who have participated or may be participating in clinical trials of vaccines 
	2021/01/26
	2021/07/26
	181

	8. 
	Advisory impact of laboratory findings on variant 501.V2 indicating immune escape, on vaccine strategy. 
	2021/01/26
	2021/07/26
	181

	9. 
	Advisory on vaccine choices for South Africa - rolling review: 19 February 2021- 
	2021/02/19
	2021/07/26
	157

	10. 
	Advisory on concern following release of data on reduced neutralising antibody activity in sera from Pfizer vaccines 
	2021/02/28
	2021/07/26
	148

	11. 
	Advisory on concern following release of data on reduced neutralizing antibody activity in sera from Pfizer vaccinees (updated) 
	2021/03/01
	2021/07/26
	147

	12. 
	Advisory on concern following release of data on reduced neutralising antibody activity in sera from Pfizer vaccinees - 3 rd. update - 
	2021/03/02
	2021/07/26
	146

	13. 
	Advisory difference between a phase 3b implementation study and a rollout of an authorized vaccine 
	2021/03/11
	2021/07/26
	137

	14. 
	Advisory developments around indications that Astra-Zeneca Covid- 19 vaccine may be deficient in its protectivity against the 501y.V2 variant virus 
	2021/03/18
	2021/07/26
	130

	15. 
	Advisory Phase 2 Covid-19 vaccination rollout 
	2021/03/24
	2021/07/26
	124

	16. 
	Advisory theoretical calculations to reach Covid-19 vaccine-induced herd immunity 
	2021/04/19
	2021/07/26
	98

	17. 
	Delay of second dose of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
	2021/04/22
	2021/07/26
	95

	18. 
	1Advisory recommendations on Covid-19 vaccination in pregnancy 
	2021/04/28
	2021/07/26
	89

	19. 
	Advisory feedback from the VMAC on Sputnik V, Gamaleya Institute 
	2021/04/30
	2021/07/26
	87

	20. 
	Second update of the advisory on recommendations on Covid-19 vaccination in pregnancy 
	2021/06/11
	2021/07/26
	45

	21. 
	Advisory implications of Delta variant for vaccination strategy 
	2021/06/28
	2021/07/26
	28

	22. 
	Advisory on vaccination of immunocompromised individuals (other than HIV and associated infections) - version 2 -
	2021/09/16
	2021/10/25
	39

	23. 
	Advisory recommendations for vaccinating children 12-17 years old with Covid-19 vaccines
	2021/09/30
	2021/10/26
	26

	24. 
	Update on Working Groups preparing an advisory on the selection of a third vaccine for the SA Covid-19 vaccine programme
	2021/07/19
	2021/11/24
	128

	25. 
	Third update of the advisory on recommendations on Covid-19 vaccination in pregnancy
	2021/08/26
	2021/11/24
	90

	26. 
	Advisory mandatory Covid-19 vaccination in certain workspaces
	2021/08/27
	2021/11/24
	89

	27. 
	Advisory on booster Johnson & Johnson vaccine for healthcare workers
	2021/09/09
	2021/11/24
	76

	28. 
	Advisory on vaccination of immunocompromised individuals (other than HIV and associated infections)
	2021/09/09
	2021/11/24
	76

	29. 
	Advisory on vaccination of immunocompromised individuals (other than HIV and associated infections) - version 2
	2021/09/16
	2021/11/24
	69

	30. 
	Advisory on booster Johnson & Johnson vaccine for healthcare workers - 2nd version -
	2021/09/28
	2021/11/24
	57

	31. 
	Advisory recommendations for administering Covid-19 vaccines to people living with HIV
	2021/10/19
	2021/11/24
	36

	32. 
	 Amendment to advisory on booster Covid-19 Janssen vaccine (Covid19 Janssen) for healthcare workers
	2021/10/22
	2021/11/24
	33

	33. 
	 Advisory the use of Covid-19 vaccination certificates
	2021/10/12
	2022/05/19
	219

	34. 
	Advisory feedback from the VMAC on the Sinovac, Numolux vaccine
	2021/04/30
	2022/12/20
	599

	35. 
	Advisory recommendations for post-marketing monitoring
	2021/06/22
	2022/12/20
	546

	36. 
	Advisory On CoronaVac [Sinovac] COVID-19 Vaccine
	2021/06/24
	2022/12/20
	544

	37. 
	Advisory On Sputnik V COVID-19 Vaccine; 2nd Memo -
	2021/06/24
	2022/12/20
	544

	38. 
	Adjustment of time interval for administration of an additional vaccination dose for immunocompromised individuals and PLHIV
	2021/10/29
	2022/12/20
	417

	39. 
	Advisory: vaccination of persons who suffered a significant adverse reaction following a first dose of either a J&J or Pfizer vaccine
	2022/01/25
	2022/12/20
	329

	40. 
	Advisory heterologous primary and booster covid-19 vaccination strategy
	2022/02/10
	2022/12/20
	313

	41. 
	Updated advisory on vaccination of immunocompromised individuals - version 2
	2022/02/28
	2022/12/20
	295

	42. 
	Update to advisory of 10th February 2022: heterologous primary and booster covid-19 vaccination strategy
	2022/02/28
	2022/12/20
	295

	43. 
	Advisory The Use Of Covid-19 Pfizer Vaccine For Children Between 5 And 11 Years Of Age Who Are At Risk Of Severe Covid-19 Infection
	2022/08/15
	2022/12/20
	127
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	43 VMAC Advisories published
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Appendix C:  Joint MAC Advisories (August 2020 – January 2024) 
MAC, VMAC and SBC MAC
	Title of MAC Advisory
	Date of Issue
	Date of website upload
	Difference: 
Date of Website Upload vs Date of Issue

	1. Strategies to address Covid-19 vaccine hesitancy and promote acceptance in South Africa – C-19 MAC, VMAC and SBC MAC
	2021/4/12


	2021/4/21


	9

	2. Are travel restrictions warranted in light of the current surge in Covid-19 cases in the people’s republic of China? – C-19 MAC & VMAC
	2023/01/04
	2023/01/11
	7


2 Joint MAC Advisories published
� This table updates Appendix A of the original HJI Briefing Paper entitled ‘Tracking the South African ‘MAC’ Advisories – when expert advice and secrecy collide in a pandemic: Assessing government transparency in public health decision making and vaccine prioritisation and selection. August 2020 - August 2021’.  It expands the date range to August 2023, narrows the inclusion criteria of advisories included in the analysis (Advisory had to include a signature of the MAC Chair) and removed some duplicates and transcription errors.
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